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RIO  GRANDE,  Puerto  Rico  —  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  Rosie  Rios  joined  Resident  Commissioner  Pedro  Pierluisi  and 
Secretary  of  State  Kenneth  McClintock  today  at  the  El  Portal  Rain  Forest  Visitor  Center  in  Puerto  Rico  to  celebrate  the  release 
of  the  El  Yunque  National  Forest  quarter.  The  coin’s  reverse  (tails  side)  depicts  a  Coqui  tree  frog  sitting  on  a  leaf  and  a  Puerto 
Rican  parrot  behind  an  epiphyte  plant  with  tropical  flora  in  the  background.  The  coin  is  the  first  to  be  released  in  2012  and 
the  11th  overall  in  the  America  the  Beautiful  Quarters®  Program. 

"El  Yunque  National  Forest  is  a  perfect  selection  for  the  America  the  Beautiful  Quarters  Program,”  said  Treasurer  Rios.  "As 
Americans  use  this  new  quarter,  they  will  connect  to  the  stories  of  the  endangered  Puerto  Rican  parrot,  the  magnificent 
effort  you  are  making  to  rescue  this  beautiful  bird  from  extinction,  and  the  biodiverse  national  treasure  that  is  its  home  —  El 
Yunque  National  Forest." 

Additional  participants  in  the  event  included  El  Yunque  National  Forest  supervisor  Pablo  Cruz  and  Channel  6  TV  producer 
Maria  Falcon,  who  served  as  master  of  ceremonies.  The  event  culminated  in  a  coin  exchange  where  members  of  the  crowd 
traded  their  currency  for  rolls  of  the  El  Yunque  National  Forest  quarter. 

The  America  the  Beautiful  Quarters  Program  is  authorized  by  Public  LawllO-456  (America’s  Beautiful  National  Parks  Quarter 
Dollar  Coin  Act  of  2008).  Customers  may  purchase  the  El  Yunque  National  Forest  quarter  in  collectible  bags  and  rolls  online  at 
http://www.usmint.gov/catalog  or  by  calling  1-800-USA-MINT  (872-6468).  Hearing-  and  speech-impaired  customers  with 
TTY  equipment  may  order  by  calling  1-888-321-MINT  (6468).  Information  about  additional  products  featuring  the  El  Yunque 
National  Forest  quarter  is  also  available  at  the  Web  site. 

El  Yunque  National  Forest  was  first  established  as  a  national  site  on  January  17, 1903.  It  is  the  only  tropical  rainforest  in  the 
U.S.  National  Forest  System.  Despite  the  forest’s  relatively  small  28,000-acre  size,  it  is  significant  for  its  immense 
biodiversity  and  is  popular  with  visitors  for  its  year-round  tropical  climate.  More  than  one  million  visitors  from  all  over  the 
world  visit  the  forest  each  year  to  sample  its  eco-tourism  pleasures  while  developing  a  greater  understanding  of  its  ecological 
importance  by  walking  along  the  many  beautiful  trails. 

The  United  States  Mint,  created  by  Congress  in  1792,  is  the  Nation’s  sole  manufacturer  of  legal  tender  coinage  and  is 
responsible  for  producing  circulating  coinage  for  the  Nation  to  conduct  its  trade  and  commerce.  The  United  States  Mint  also 
produces  proof,  uncirculated  and  commemorative  coins;  Congressional  Gold  Medals;  and  silver,  gold  and  platinum  bullion 
coins. 

ADDITIONAL  RESOURCES: 

•  Digital  images  of  the  El  Yunque  National  Forest  Quarter  are  available  at  //news/image-librarv/america-the-beautiful- 
quarters-program. 

•  For  more  information  about  America  the  Beautiful  Quarters®  Program  educational  resources,  please  visit 
http://www.usmint.goV//learn/educators. 

•  For  future  events  information,  visit  http://www.usmint.gov/news/upcoming-events. 

•  For  information  about  the  United  States  Mint,  please  visit  /about/about. 

•  To  subscribe  to  United  States  Mint  electronic  product  notifications,  news  releases,  and  public  statements, 
visit  https://catalog.usmint.gov/email-signup. 

•  Sign  up  for  RSS  Feeds  from  the  United  States  Mint  and  follow  us  on  Facebook.  Twitter,  and  Pinterest. 
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